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Canal Automation 
Next Up: Phoenix 
The USCIO Fall Conference will take 
place in sunny Arizona, December 2-5, 
2014. The theme is Planning, Operation 
and Automation o f  Irrigation Delivery 
Systems. The Conference will provide 
an ideal forum for farmers and irrigation 
districts to learn about new advances in 
canal automation, as well as share their 
ideas and experiences with others. 
The Conference will feature the work of 
the EWRI Task Committee on Recent 
Advances in Canal Automation, and 
participants will receive the 
just-published Canal Automation 
Manual o f  Practice. 
An exhibition, field tours and social 
events will round out the program. 
The Call for Papers is online at 
www.uscid.org. The deadline for 
abstracts is May 12.0

USCIO, GRA Meet 
in Sacramento 
by Conference co-chairs Steve 
Macaulay, Macaulay Water Resources; 
and Bryan Thoreson, Davids 
Engineering, Inc. 
USCID and the Groundwater Resources 
Association of California organize a 
very successful Conference on March 
4-7. The co-located Conference
addressed the theme Groundwater
Issues and Water Management -
Strategies Addressing the Challenges
o f  Sustainability. The event included
more than 75 presentations from USCID
and ORA speakers covering a broad
range of topics, from technical to legal
and policy issues related to water
management challenges in the West.
While most presentations were related
to groundwater in some respects, other
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Benefits of the South San Joaquin Irrigation 
District's Pilot Pressure Irrigation Project 
by Jeff  Shaw and Todd Kotey, Stantec Consulting, Rocklin, California 

Editor's note: This paper was presented during the USCID Denver Conference, 
October 2013. 
The South San Joaquin Irrigation District has historically delivered water to farmers 
through 400 miles of gravity-based canals and pipelines. Farmers drew from the 
network of laterals at scheduled times via flood irrigation or private pumps used for 
sprinkler or drip systems. 
While the system works well for flood irrigation, the combination of flood and 
sprinkler usage on a single system becomes problematic. As a result, some 
customers did not buy water from the SSJID, opting instead to draw from their 
private, salinity stricken wells. 

(continued on page 6) 

President's Message 
If you were unable to attend the recent 
Groundwater Issues and Water 
Management - Strategies Addressing 
the Challenges o f  Sustainability 
Conference in Sacramento, you missed 
an excellent and timely meeting. 
Conference attendees found the lively 
panel discussion interesting and 
informative and praised the opportunity 
to attend sessions of the co-located 
Conference of the California 
Groundwater Resources Association. 
You can read more about the successful 
Conference in the adjacent article. 
You won't want to miss the Planning, 
Operation and Automation o f  
Irrigation Delivery Systems Conference 
coming up later this year in Phoenix, at 
a perfect time of year to be in the Valley 
of the Sun, early December. The 
technical program will be scintillating, 
with the Conference focusing on canal 
automation. As described in the 
accompanying article, this Conference 
will be held in cooperation with the 
Task Committee on Recent Advances in 
Canal Automation, Environmental and 
Water Resources Institute, ASCE. 
Conference attendees will receive the 
new, hot-off-the-press Canal 
Automation Manual o f  Practice. The 
Call for Papers is on the USCID 
website. Successful conferences are 
made by members sharing their 
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